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April 2009 — Unusual Stories
 7
Congo River (2006) — Thierry Michel (Belgium)

This is an extraordinary film. Over a year Thierry Michel filmed for 160 hours in the Congo. It was edited to make this two-hour feature film. Though it starts at the ocean, it leaves out the lower Congo. Even without this it contains some amazing scenes of a life totally different from Botswana. The second part of the film takes us down the river for 1,734 km on a collection of barges pushed and shoved by a diesel tender. Up stream from Kisangani filming was more difficult. Thierry Michel and his crew were stopped and arrested. The most amazing footage is of the Mai Mai, the children of the river, and their atrocities. The most shocking is of rape victims in a hospital—though the film is not sensational like some others. 116 minutes. 14+


14
Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill (2003)—Judy Irving (USA)
The parrots are a flock of 44 red-crowned conures from Ecuador and Peru, joined by one really lonely blue-crowned conure. Mark Bittner is a street musician from Seattle who has been in San Francisco for 30 years, never held a job and who spent 15 years living on the sidewalks of Haight Ashbury and North Beach. For the last three years Mark has had a cottage rent-free on a property far up a flight of steps on Telegraph Hill with tolerant landlords. He ran a hospice for sick and injured conures. He was not an ornithologist and knew nothing about birds, but slowly he got to know the differences between the members of the flock and give them names. An amazing documentary. 80 minutes long. “Best Feature Documentary” Oscar nomination 2003. 

21
Since Otar Left ... (2004) — Julie Bertuccelli (Georgia)

It is a delicate, sensitive film, beautifully made, superbly acted and bound to inspire. It won the Critic’s Grand Prize at Cannes. It is the first film by director, Julie Bertuccelli, who previous had worked with Krzysztof Kieslowski, Otar Iosseliani and Bertrand Tavernier. Otar left behind three generations of women: Ada (20), Marina (in her 40s) and his mother Eka (90). Each is magnificently acted. The music is by Dato Evgenidze and Vladimir Spivakov. Evgenidze composed the song “Poisson”. Spivakov plays the piano in “Spiegel im Spiegel” by Arvo Part.  Other pieces by Arvo Part are also performed. It is 99 minutes long. Rated 15+. English subtitles. 
28
Drunk on Women and Poetry (2002) — Im Kwon-Taek (Korea)

“Chihwaseon” is the tale of one of Korea’s greatest artists. It is a true story of Jang Seung-up born in 1843 who vanished in 1897. Korea was pulled between the influences of China and Japan. It was seething with conflicts. In the world of art, poetry, drama and song, of philosophy and politics, what was good was defined by either Japanese or Chinese standards. The ancient values, philosophy and way of life was threaten-ed by foreign influences. To be an artist, one should be of noble birth. Workers and peasant were not expected to be able to be creative, artistic, to understand philosophy and be able to link poetry to their creations. 117 minutes. 15+.
May 2009 — Russian Film Festival

  5
Man with a Camera (1929) — Dziga Vertov

12
Mirror (1974) — Andrei Tarkovsky

19
Mother and Son (1997)  — Alexander Sokurov

26
Russian Ark (2002) — Alexander Sokurov 
