GABORONE FILM SOCIETY Please Post
Maru a Pula School, AV Centre — Tuesdays 7 p.m. promptly 

Membership call: Jamil Ahmad 355-2493: Dimitri Totev 7251-0408:  Sheldon Weeks 392-5005 [email:gudrun@info.bw]
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To Be and To Have





August 2009 — Pioneering Films
4
Secret Ballot (2001) — Babak Payami (Iran)

“Secret Ballot” inspired by a short-film “Testing Democracy” by Moshen Makhmalbaf. Babak Payami makes clear that his “Secret Ballot” is not a film “about elections in Iran”, but instead is a comedy about the process anywhere in the Majority World, filmed somewhere remote—in this case on the Persian Gulf desert island of Kish. Payami is cautious to say that his intention was to provoke thought, that his film is “not a mockery of the democratic process … and is not about elections in Iran”. Though it was filmed over eight weeks at the end of 2000 and early 2001, the events span a single day from dawn to dusk. 95 minutes. Farsi with subtitles. Rate U. 

11
Red Road (2006) — Andrea Arnold (Scotland)

Jackie Morrison works shifts as an observer, or what is labeled a CCTV operator for City Eye in Division E in Glasgow. Her work has taken over her life, She is a loner, who is fast approaching becoming a voyeur. Jackie takes pleasure in watching people walking their dogs and other minor aspects of life. She is concerned when a lone female walks in an unsafe area. The territory she covers includes the sleazy Red Road flats where towers go up to 25 stories and all kinds of shady activities occur. A seeming rape she recognizes as consensual shagging. Then she is shocked, not for what has happened, but because she knows the man involved. And she knows he should be in prison, not in Glasgow. Thus begins a mysterious act of revenge and redemption. 105 minutes. Rated 18+. In Scots with English subtitles. 

18
The Inaccessible Pinnacle (2007)—Simon Miller (Scotland)

Three young siblings whose parents died climbing Sgurr Dearg, a peak in the Cuillin mountains, Isle of Skye, are with their grandparents. He is a fine spinner of tales and lulls the children to sleep with stories based on characters in the history of Skye and Scotland. These tales go back to the Highland Clearances (the devastation lasted from 1750 to 1850) when English-speaking invaders and overlords drove the indigenous Gaelic speaking people off their land and on to the coffin ships to North America. He begins each yarn with “Làn fhìrinn na sgeòil … The truth is in the story”. There is something enthralling about this film. We all face our inner inaccessible pinnacles. 88 minutes long. PG. In Scottish Gaelic with English subtitles.
25
Etre et Avoir a.k.a To Be and To Have (2002) — Nicolas Philibert (France) and Red Balloon

Hailed in France as “délicieux!”. “It is an eloquent documentary on a year in the life of thirteen primary school children in a one-room schoolhouse at Saint-Etienne-sur-Usson, Puy-de-Dôme, France. It spans fall, winter and spring in the life of Georges Lopez, who at 55-years has devoted a lifetime to educating young children. He has patience and prescience as he interacts and talks. Set in a farming community, the children when not at school help their parents In the classroom they organized into groups by their level of abilities. An amazing film. 100 minutes. PG. Subtitles. 

September 2009 — Turning East

 1
When My Father Was Away on Business (1985) — Emir Kusturica (Serbia)

 8
The Secret of the Grain (2007) — Abdel Kechiche (Tunisa/France)

15
12:08 East of Bucharest (2006) — Corneliu Porumboiu (Rumania)

22
Sorstalanság a.k.a Fateless (2005) — Lajos Koltai (Hungary)

29
ABC Africa (2001) — Abbas Kiarostami (Iran) 

