GABORONE FILM SOCIETY Please Post
Maru a Pula School, AV Centre — Tuesdays 7 p.m. promptly 

Membership call: Jamil Ahmad 355-2493: Dimitri Totev 7251-0408:  Sheldon Weeks 392-5005 [email:gudrun@info.bw]
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Tuesdays February 2009 — African History Month 

 3
The Night of Truth (2004) — Fanta Regina Nacro

“The Night of Truth” is a surprising film on genocide in Africa. It has been created by Fanta Régina Nacro, the great female director from Burkina Faso. She has written the script and built-in some of her personal experiences of genocide. It is a joint Burkina Faso and French co-production. It is located in a fictional African nation, but adroitly comes to grips with genocide that has raged through Liberia, Sierra Leone, the Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Dafur, Somalia and Zimbabwe. This is not a film for viewers under 18 and even for those who are older, be warned many of the scenes are direct and upsetting—the violence can be horrific. 100 minutes, rated 18 +. 

10
Bamako (2006) — Abderrahmane Sissako
“Bamako” takes what at first glance would appear to be a very dry subject, a trial of the World Bank, The IMF, the Gang of Eight and the WTO (World Trade Organization) for impoverishing 18 nations in Africa through imposed debts, structural readjustment and privatization, and gives amazing life to it. This partly achieved by sterling acting. It is also the result of spacing and alternation. There is a movie within the movie with Danny Glover starring, called “Death in Timbuktu”. It also stars to the singer Melé (played by Aïssa Maïga). A movie to be seen once. is 112 minutes long. It is rated PG. It is in French, Bambara and with English subtitles

17
Escape from Luanda (2007) — Phil Grabsky
Independence from Portugal was in 1975. Angola was then ravaged by a Civil War that lasted for 27 years, with one-million people dead. Peace came in 2002. Angola is on the “road to recovery” and one aspect of this change is the “National Music School” on the beachfront in the city of Luanda. Phil Grabsky’s study of the National Music School in Luanda is to cover a year in its life as reflected through three of its students and augmented by additional interviews with the directors and staff. The National Music School is Angola’s first and only music school. At the time it had eighty students. The documentary explores the life of three of these students, each playing themselves. 72 minutes long. Unrated. Portuguese with English subtitles. 

24
Daratt (2006) — Mahamat-Saleh Haroun
“Daratt” won the Special Jury Prize at Venice in 2006. Chad suffered through a forty-year civil war with 40,000 dead. At the end, a Commission on Truth and Justice recommended a sweeping amnesty for all. Mahamat-Saleh Haroun has made a film that takes the social turmoil, reifies it in two people and explores the possibilities of reconciliation versus continued conflict. “This belonged to your father, it hasn’t been used for a long time”, the blind Gumar Abatcha hands a pistol to a 16-year old boy, his grandson Atim. “Nassarra is a dangerous man, kill him, and when your mission is accomplished meet me under the Jujuba tree.  … God protect you, and be careful” 92 minutes, rated PG, in French, local languages and with English subtitles.
Thursdays February 2009 — Black History Month 
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WHEN THE LEVEES BROKE By Spike Lee (PT 1)
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WHEN THE LEVEES BROKE By Spike Lee (PT 2)
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WHEN THE LEVEES BROKE By Spike Lee (PT 3)

26
DOCUMENTARY ON LIFE OF BARACK OBAMA

