GABORONE FILM SOCIETY Please Post
Maru a Pula School, AV Centre — Tuesdays 7 p.m. promptly 

Membership call: Jamil Ahmad 355-2493: Dimitri Totev 7251-0408:  Sheldon Weeks 392-5005 [email:gudrun@info.bw]
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March 2009 — Chinese Film Festival
3
Red Sorghum (1987) — Zhang Yimou [6:30 Opening]

It won a Golden Bear, 1988, the highest award at the Berlin Film Festival. It is Zhang Yimou’s first film. Little Nine (Gong Li’s first film too) is the ninth child, born on the ninth day of the ninth month. She is given to an old leper who runs a winery, in exchange for a mule. When he dies, she manages a workers’ cooperative that makes better wine from the wild sorghum that grows in the area. Things improve until the Japanese invade and the people resist. 91 minutes. Rated 15+. 

10
Ju Dou (1990) — Fenilang Yang & Zhang Yimou
Yimou won Best Director at Cannes and “Ju Dou” was nominated in 1991 for an Oscar as Best Foreign-language Film. Set in 1920, it features a silk dyer who is infertile, who destroys one wife after another because there is no heir. Ju Dou (acted by the great Gong Li) is forced to marry Jinshan. She is mistreated, even tortured by her husband for failing to produce a son. Employed at the mill is Jinshan’s nephew, Tianqing. He is aware of the ill treatment of Ju Dou and is attracted by her beauty. Thus begins a dangerous liaison. The colours of the dyes mirror the action. The bolts of cloth, dyed in great vats, must dry and this creates panoramas of symbolic red for passion and blues, shades of topaz, ruby and sapphire. 96 minutes. Rated 15+. 

17
Together with You (2002) — Chen Kaige
“Together” is about re-discovering the beauty in Western music, and three people trying to survive. Xiaochun is a 13-year old child prodigy. He moves to Beijing after winning all the music contests in his area. In an audition he comes in 5th. Cheng realizes his son was the best, but they lacked the connections and resources to bribe the judges. He pursues Professor Jiang hoping he will become Xiaochun’s teacher. The Professor realizes that there is nothing he can teach the boy who already surpasses him. Crashing a concert with Professor Yu (Chen Kaige), Cheng seeks Yu out. One of the themes of this film is how a young and inexperienced artist may perform from the heart, release his feelings and thus may achieve greatness. 
24
Up the Yangtze (2006) — Yung Chan

This is a new documentary on the impact of the Three Georges High Dam. It builds on “Still Life” shown last year. The film moves smoothly between life on a luxury tourist cruise boat and the various Chinese workers and a family of illiterate farmers forced eventually to leave their land because of the rising waters. The daughter 16-year-old Yu Shui “Cindy” gets a job on the cruise ship. She hopes it will allow her to pursue further education. The director Yung Chang is a 30-year-old Canadian. Skillfully edited by Hannele Halm; the music is by Olivier Alary. 94 minutes. 

31
Lust, Caution (2007) a.k.a Se, Jei — Ang Lee

 “Lust, Caution” assumes knowledge of the “Rape of Nanking” by the Imperial Japanese Army in December 1937. In two weeks 300,000 people in Nanking were brutally murdered by the invaders. One of the famous books about this atrocity is by Iris Chang, “The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II” (1997). It is necessary to know the impact of this event on the people of China to understand the background of events portrayed in “Lust, Caution” and to appreciate why a group of young people in a dramatic company in Hong Kong would attempt as amateurs to assassinate a man who was part of the collaborationist government with the Japanese. 155 minutes long. It is “R” rated. MAITISONG FESTIVAL SELECTION
