GABORONE FILM SOCIETY Please Post
Maru a Pula School, AV Centre — Tuesdays 7 p.m. promptly 

Membership call: Jamil Ahmad 355-2493: Dimitri Totev 7251-0408:  Sheldon Weeks 392-5005 [email:gudrun@info.bw]
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May 2009 — Russian Film Festival

5
 Man with a Camera (1929) — Dziga Vertov [open 6:30]
Made at the height of the experimental silent film movement in Russia by a team associated with Cine-Eyes collective. They intended to throw out the cinema of fictional films and replace it with “actuality films”.  The cinematographer is Vertov’s brother Mikhail Kaufman. The editor is Vertov’s wife, Elizabeth Svilova. Some of the best images are those of children observing a magician performing tricks. Movies, according to the collective, should catch life unawares. The lens is a window on to reality in the cinema of fact, but that reality can be created by the camera, be an abstract reflection of reality, and be naturalistic. 68 minutes in B&W, exempt or U.

12
Mirror (1974) — Andrei Tarkovsky
“It is the story of my mother and thus part of my own life … The film contains only genuine incidents. It's a confession.” The director’s mother acts in the movie playing the older Mother. His father Arseni Tarkovsky, a famous Russian poet, is here reading his poems. His wife and stepdaughter also act in the movie. At one level this movie is a personal testament, while another it attempts to encompass a symbolic tale of the Russian nation. The movies within the movies begin their subtle disorientating shifts. A barn nearby catches on fire and is destroyed. The past, dreams, unreality is shown in black and white and sepia. These dream like sequences flow unexpectedly, as do real dreams. 92 minutes. Rated U. 

19
Mother and Son (1997) — Alexander Sokurov

It is a collection of images on a mature son caring for an elderly, dying mother. Only they appear on the screen, though sound effects crowd the movie so that the music is eclipsed. Pervasive s the howling of the wind, the rolling of thunder and the gathering of a storm. Son and mother share their dreams, “We have the same dreams … God seized my soul”. But the potential inherent in this confession leads nowhere.  The mother asks, “I want to go for a walk”. But she is so ill he has to carry her. Her heart pains her. It is hard even to stay erect leaning against a birch tree.  A train cuts across a meadow and cherry blossoms are present. Sokurov’s exploration of love across generations is painfully slow and abstract, but has been hailed as a masterpiece by some critics. 68 minutes long. It is rated U. English subtitles
26
Russian Ark (2002) — Alexander Sokurov

The Hermitage was built by Tsar Peter I. The Russian Empire was founded in 1721. The palace was 300-years old in 2003. Empress Catherine II in 1764 started the museum with 225 paintings—now the collection is three million items. The 1917 revolution ended the Tsars. The hardest period in the history of the museum was the siege of Leningrad that lasted 900 days when one million people died. “Russian Ark” was filmed in 33 rooms and the halls, theatre, banquet, ballroom the great staircase. It is 90 minutes recorded in “one breath”—one take, no cuts. Rated U. 

June 2009 — Unusual Films

  2
The Edge of Heaven (2006) — Fatih Akin (Turkey)
  9
Persepolis (2006) —Marjane Satrapi (Iran) 
16
The Unbelievable Truth (1989) — Hal Hartley (USA)
23
Waitress (2006) — Adrienne Shelly (USA)

30
25th Hour (2002) — Spike Lee (USA) 
