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Chefs cooking up a storm at the Gaborone Sun’s Cooking is an Art Exchibition  




		
Performers at the Maitisong’s My African Dream Talent Search Competition  




		Related Content

	  ON VIDEO: My African Dream finalist burn up the stage at the Maitisong Arts Festival in Gaborone 





The generous people of Botswana celebrated, with great aplomb, the Maitisong Arts festival in Gaborone at the weekend. 
As one of the largest arts festivals in the country, the annual event attracts talents from diverse cultural and performing arts backgrounds from all across the county.
One of the attractions of the month-long Festival is the My African Dream Talent show where scores of wanna-be performers compete to be the star-find of the festival. 
For what superficially seemed to resemble a school’s talent night with its low-budget facade, the talent show, which was held at Maru A Pula School, revealed an astounding array of talent from musicians and singers to poets and belly dancers.
Teeny-bopper presenters Leungo Pitse and Bonolo Mogowe,
"Singing is everything to me," said Peach Kereemang, who blew the crowds into a frenzy with his singing at the concert.
He said: "If I had to choose one thing to do for my whole life, for me that would be singing."
Asked what makes his singing unique, Kereemang animates: "I bring Peach, I bring attitude, I bring life and I bring soul into what I do."
Kereemang who comes from a musical family, said: "The Arts Festival is a treasure for the people of Gaborone and Botswana as many of the country’s performing artists were discovered here, as I will be soon," and counts among his idols and influences the late Luther Vandross as well as Jennifer Hudson and Whitney Houston.
Competing with Kereemang and four other finalists in the talent show’s finals that will be held in October this year, is the Mophato Dance Theatre from Gaborone. Regarded by many at the event as one of the standout acts, this group of young thundercats glided, skidded and danced the marabi style of dance into the hearts of both their fans and judges.
"You know what we’re so excited, we feel like crying," the group screamed after hearing they had made it to the semis.
The group said the reason they chose do the Sophia town-inspired marabi dance is because it is unique
"It’s rare to see young people like us dancing like this," said one of the group’s dancers.
"We love it, it’s just wonderful," she added.
The winners of the talent search competition will be chosen by the public through an sms voting system Idols-style.
Another notable feature of the Maitisong Festival is the engaging Cooking is an Art Exhibition. Presented by chefs from the Gaborone Sun, the Asian-themed exhibition this year saw patrons taught how to make dishes such as sushi and chow mein. A few lucky audience members got on the stage to try their skills in making cocktails such as the Sex and the City-inspired Cosmopolitan.
"This exhibition is really great," said elated audience member, Lerato Mptshe of Gaborone.
"These guys make sushi look so simple and it tastes like a dream, I’m hooked," she added.




